AL-V-A-120
Bishields Store

This store was built early in the twentieth century
by Michael Bishields. It is located in the mining village
of Slabtown near Mount Savage. Each small town in the
George's Creek mining region had at least one store. The
small one and one-half story structure is unique in appear-
ance. It is built of bricks of various hues of brown and
has a sloping shed roof. First floor entrances and windows
have segmental brick arches and sawed scrolled tympanum.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Bishield's Store is located in Slabtown near Mount Savage.

The rectangular building is one and one-half stories tall
and two bays wide. Wall construction is of brown brick laid
in american common bond in a variation of five to one. It
rests on a low brick foundation with no apparent water table.
The building has a shed roof with close pent eaves.

The main entrance, offset on the southeast, and a side
entrance on the southwest have doors of two panels and four
Tights. Entrances and first floor windows have segmental
brick arches, scrolled tyrnpanum, and roll moulding.

One over one 1ight sash windows are nailed and have brick
sills.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

This store was built early in the twentieth century
by Michael Bishields. (1) It is located in the mining
village of Slabtown near Mount Savage. Each small
town in the George's Creek mining region had "at
least one store." (2)

By the turn of the century the unpopular company
operated stores had disappeared and a number of miners
and miners' sons had entered the professional class to
take their place. (3) This particular business was
most 1ikely an "all-inclusive general store", but
other members of the mining population were marketing
"specialties."(4)

The small one and one-half story structure is
unique in appearance. It is built of bricks of various
hues of brown and has a sloping shed roof. First floor
entrances and windows have segmental brick arches and
sawed scrolled tympanum.

ilg Interview with Mrs. Marianna Keene, Slabtown, Md. 3-4-80

2) Katherine A. Harvey, Best Dressed Miners: Life and Labor in the Maryland
Coal Region, 1835-1910 )Ithaca: Cornell University Press) p. 84

(3) Ibid, pp-85-86

(4) Tbid

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[$1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME /TITLE David A. Dorsey, Historic Sites Coordinator
Julie Baker, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Allegany County Historic Sites March 5, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
3 Pershing Street 777-5944
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Cumbherland Maryland 21502

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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